President’s Message:

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all of you; I can’t believe another year is
coming to a close. Time sure does seem to go faster the older I get.

The joint holiday party on December 1% was great fun, we had wonderful food, lots of
vmﬁngandpeqﬂesemdhmﬂngxﬁaﬂmﬂacmamﬂﬁpeoﬂeofaﬂ
ages; it’s wonderful to be around so many young “horse” families with their kids.

Many of you may not know of Copper Canyon Academy which is a school for gitls and is
located in Rimrock. As part of the curriculum they offer an equestrian program for the
students. The girls attending this school have limited fonds and many don't have extra
money to purchase show clothes. I you have any new or gently used show clothes that
you’d like to donate these girls would sure welcome them. I know how important horses
were in my childhood and 1 think this is a wonderful opportunity to help make a
difference in a young girl’s life. Of course cash donations are welcome too, you can
contact me at 634-9354 or Ann Smith at 301-7588 and we’ll make sure items are
delivered to the program director Ruthic Ferrone.

Don’t forget the Despooking Clinic coming up on January 19, these bave been very
popular and they’re a great way 1o expose our equine friends to strange and scary things
in a safe environment.

Hope to see ya on the trail or somewhere near a horse or mule.

Ginny

%ﬂn hhas gﬁ) ]?',f]ﬂ,'ll,ﬁ



 Equine Dentistry has re-

- -evolved to become a significant

part of many equine practices.
In the early 1900's through

~ World War II, most veterinarians

et routmely performed dental =

procedures for their clients. The
subsequent decrease in the u
horses resulted -
- equine medicine and surgery, and
equine dentistry took a backseat
- in the cumculm:n of Vetennary e
medicine. S

 During the 1970's and 1980's an
increasing number of veterinarians
expanded their interest in equine -

realized that properly performed -
equine dentistry had a beneficial
effect on performance as well as
feeding efficiency. Properteeth
care can increase feed utilization,
maximize horse comfort, and improve

the overall health and performance of s

your horse.

The mouth continues to change
throughout the life of the horse but -
no changes are as great as between
the abeson -5. Horses in the 2-5.
year old range often requn'e freqoent
der\iml care. During this time a large -

number of adult teeth are erupting and

deciduous (baby) teeth are shedding.

. Also,/decrduous teeth are softer .

andtend to develop points fasner '

* - than adult teeth. Mature horses (5.

- years and older) require a thorough
--oral exam at least once yearly, even

- the bit. With regular dental care you'

in less teachm of - can smooth out the sharp pointsand

. * Head Tossing
O Res:stmg the Brt

-*Reanng

"% Head Tilting
* Poor Hair Coat :

. if signs of dental disease are not
: apparent_

- Teeth erupt at the same rate they

wear down and the. - upper cheek teeth
are 30% wider than the lower cheek.

Thls situation causes.sharp edges -

or points to form on the cheek side
of the upper neeth and the tongue o
side of the lower teeth. Pressure
from halters, bits, and hackamore’ s" :
on these pomts can cause pain and

] e performance. Bits that pmch

B tissue arﬁStsharpedges ofﬂleteeth

also cause pain, whxch leads 0. head :
tossing and excessive ’

create a brt seat or—ramp to allemate '
blt pam. :

e ﬁj__.:comvron SIGNS THAT
"YOUR HORSE NEEDS
. DENTAL CARE :
dentistry. Horse owners and trainers - S
~ . Werght Lass e
- * Dropping Feed

* Abnormal Chewing
* Drooling
* Chronic colic -

* Nasal Dlscharge S
*Foul Breath

BENEFITS OF PROPER DENTAL

CARE:

CoE Better health for the horse Ahorsey“i,:r e

vpropeﬂy will not be ablehto get proper :

nutrition from it's feed. Th1s will lead
topoorhealth werghtloss vrtazmn '
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-~ mineral and nutritional deficiencies, -

° poor hair coat, poor hooves,

_ overfeeding to maintain weight,
among other health problems

* Better performance and response to-
training - Horses suffering from pain

- and abnormal pressure in the mouth

due to dental abnormalities will not
be focused on it's ]ob or training. It ,
will be more focused on getting away
ﬂom the pain. instead of. respondmg

o partrcular perfolmance cuesor
trammg methods

eto masucate

A{grind) 1ts food properly and |
completely will swallow it partially

ticated food that does

3¢ {0 stay fuller loncer.
sa tremendous benefit for
se they are able

.to mmntam nnproved fee&-efﬁcxency,

reducmg feed costs.

Proper denta} care is essential to

your horse's: , performance
and comfort. Consult with your
veterinarian concerning the specific
dental needs of your horse and make
an oral exam a part of your horse's

preventative health maintenance.




